THE BLESSING OF CHILDREN

Reading Lesson: Mt. 18:1-10 (Mk. 9:33-37, Lu. 9:46-48)

Introduction

They say Christmas is for kids and the young at heart! With the holiday season upon us, let us
consider the blessing that children represent and the lessons that we can learn from and about
them. Ps. 127:3 says, “Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord; and the fruit of the womb is His
reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the
man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the
enemies in the gate.”

Jesus’ Love for Children

Mt. 19:13-15, Mk. 10:13-16 and Lu. 18:15-17 record an instance when Jesus lovingly
interacted with children. These verses paint a beautiful picture of tenderness, love and care.
He used the example of children to teach His disciples an important lesson in humility. Early
on, kids are oblivious to things like self-image and pride. This “innocence” reminds us of
Ja. 4:6 & 10.

Blank Slates

Certainly, children are born with an inherent sinful nature, as taught by Ps. 58:3, but it is not
hard to see that they are largely blank slates at the start. They are quickly molded by the
influences in their lives. Prov. 22:6 - The proper training of children might be the greatest gift a
parent can give them. This passage teaches that consistent training from an early age
(whether moral and godly or worldly and self-willed) establishes a guiding principle throughout
life, especially as one ages and matures.

Abused Children

Sadly, we hear more and more often about children who have been abused by adults. These
offenses may involve physical violence, sexual misconduct, or verbal/emotional abuse.
Regardless of the type, Jesus stated clearly in our Reading Lesson how He felt about such
mistreatment. The effects of childhood abuse can be long-lasting and debilitating, damaging
their impressionable minds and hearts. Jesus said abusers would be better off to have a
millstone (typically weighing 600 or more pounds) tied to his neck and to be thrown into the sea
to drown. According to data from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in
2023, 76% of substantiated abuse occurs at the hands of parents; 7% from other relatives; 4%
from an unmarried partner of a parent; and 13% from other non-parent individuals.
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Their Angels”
Verse 10 of our Reading Lesson says, “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones;

for | say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is
in heaven.” Since “their” is a possessive pronoun, this verse lends itself to the idea that
people, especially children, have guardian angels assigned to them, perhaps for protection.
The warning, “Take heed” suggests that there may be divine consequences that result from
mistreating “little ones.”

Access to Jesus

In Mt. 19:14, Jesus said, “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me...” The
word suffer means allow or permit them to come, and don’t hinder them. Parents who neglect/
refuse to bring their children to church are denying them the blessing of a godly upbringing,
and training in the scriptures that are “...able to make them wise unto salvation (Il Tim.
3:15-17). This is yet another form of child abuse, and the reason that our Church Covenant
says, “We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; to religiously educate our
children; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances...”.




